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Introduction to Scholarship Geography 

Outcome Description
The student will use knowledge of geography to critically analyse a geographic context.

Scholarship Performance Descriptor
The student will demonstrate aspects of high level:
analysis and critical thinking
integration, synthesis, and application of highly developed knowledge, skills, and understanding to complex situations
logical development, precision and clarity of ideas.

Outstanding Performance Descriptor
In addition to the requirements for Scholarship, the student will also demonstrate, in a sustained manner, aspects of: 
perception and insight 
sophisticated integration and abstraction 
independent reflection and extrapolation 
convincing communication.

In 2014, the examination questions and resource booklet will focus on urbanization, urban settlements, and urban growth.
Some resource materials (such as maps, text, photographs, models, graphs, tables and cartoons) related to this theme will be provided, to assist candidates within this geographic context.
Candidates will be required to complete questions that involve selecting, extracting, analysing, processing, predicting, justifying, and presenting information. Candidates will be required to include relevant original visuals that will enhance their answers.
Candidates will be expected to demonstrate understanding of a range of geographic perspectives and to use their geographic knowledge, skills, ideas, and understanding to support their answers.
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Lecture Notes: Mel Wall – The history of urban settlements, how they have grown over time and different types of settlements.
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Tasks for students to complete:

Create a diagram to show the variety of factors that have contributed to the development of urban settlements.














































Which is the most important factor that has contributed to the development of urban settlements? – come to a consensus in your group!










In your group, justify why you have chosen this factor as being the most important urban settlement. (this may mean you bullet point your ideas down).
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Trends in Urban Growth

Globally, urban growth peaked in the 1950s, with a population expansion of more than 3% per year.
Today, the number of urban residents is growing by nearly 60 million every year. The global urban
population is expected to grow roughly 1.5% per year, between 2025-2030. By the middle of the 21st
century, the urban population will almost double, increasing from approximately 3.4 billion in 2009 to 6.4
billion in 2050.

Almost all urban population growth in the next 30 years will occur i cities of developing countries.
Between 1995 and 2005, the urban population of developing countries grew by an average of 1.2 million
people per week, or around 165 000 people every day. By the middle of the 21st century, it is estimated
that the urban population of these counties will more than double, increasing from 2.5 billion in 2009 to
almost 5.2 billon in 2050. Nonetheless, on average, the rate of urban popuiation growth is slowing in
developing countries, from annual rate of roughly 4% from 1950-1975 to a projected 1.55% per year
from 2025-2050.

In high-income countries, on the other had, the urban population is expected to remain largely
unchanged over the next two decades, increasing from 920 million people tojust over 1 billion by 2025.
In these countries, immigration (legal and illegal) will account for more than two-thirds of urban growth.
Without immigration, the urban population in these countries would most likely decline or remain static.
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Migration affects the growih of cities. "Rurak-urban migration" takes place when people ffom the counry-side
‘move, of migrate, to the city. This was the main contributor to urban growh after industrialization and al the way
up to the 1705

In general, cities are perceived as places where one could have a better lfe; because of beter opportunies,
higher salaries, befter services, and better festyles. The perceived befter condiions afiract poor people from
rural areas. People move into urban areas mainly to seek economic opportunities. In rural areas, often on small
family farms, it is dificult fo improve one’s standard of living beyond basic sustenance. Farm living is dependent
‘on unpredictable environmental conditions, and during of drought, flood or pestilence, survival becomes extremely
problematic. Cities, in conirast, are known to be places where money, services and wealth are centralised
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Inthe cities, there are better basic services as well as other specialist services that are not found in rural areas.

‘There are more job opportunities and a greater variety of jobs in the cities. Health is another major factor. People,

especially the elderly are often forced to move o cities where there are doctors and hospitals that can cater for
their health needs. Other factors include a greater variety of enertainment (restaurants, movie theatres, theme
paris, etc ) and a better quaity of education. Due to high populations, urban areas can also have much more

diverse social communities allowing others to find people fike them. Intemational migrants are also more ikely to

setle in urban areas for the reasons outiined above.

In simple terms, “natural increase” is the number
of people being bom each year minus the number
of deaths. Population grows when there is a
positive rate of natural increase. This is the main
‘contributor o the growth of cities in developing
countries.

Aimost all of the additional 3.7 billion people from
now to 2100 wil enlarge the population of
developing countries, which is projected to rise
from 5.9 bilon in 2013 to 8.2 bilion in 2050 and to
9.6 billon in 2100. Much of the overall increase
between 2013 and 2050 s projected to take place
in high-fertity countries, mainly in Africa, as well
s countries with large populations such as India,
Indonesia, Pakistan, the Phiippines and the
United States of America.
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Early settlements around major
rivers in Middle East
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sources to assist you.

Acity is a relatively large and permanent human
settlement. Although there is no agreement on
how a city is distinguished from a town within
general English language meanings, many cities
have a particular administrative, legal, or historical
status based on local law.

Cities generally have complex systems
for sanitation, utiities, land usage, housing, and
transportation. The concentration of development
greatly facilitates interaction between people and
businesses, benefiting both parties in the process,
butit also presents challenges to managing urban
growth.

A big city or metropolis usually has associated
suburbs. Such cities are usually associated

with metropolitan areas and urban areas, creating
numerous business commuters traveling to urban
centers for employment. Once a city expands far
enough to reach another city, this region can be:
deemed a conurbation or megalopolis.





